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Congress which was held at Erzerum, though there
were those present who were tactless enough to ask
why he should. At this conference it is noteworthy
that a loyal address was submitted to the Sultan, and
allegiance to the person of the Sultan and Caliph
was emphasized.
Vahededdin, however, had enough natural subtlety
to appraise these tributes to his throne and being
at their true value. If no one else in Turkey yet
suspected Mustapha KamaPs design, he saw in them
a direct threat to the monarchy. He determined
that this wayward ex-general and his supporters
should be exterminated. He wanted to dispatch a
considerable army to Anatolia to round up the
malcontents, but the Allied High Commissioners
strenuously objected. This would be contrary to the
terms of the Armistice- It would mean rearming !
The Sultan, not to be outdone, issued orders for
Kamal's arrest, " wherever he might be found/* and
as a stiffening to these, he arranged with the Kurdish
tribesmen for a revolt. The Kurds were to descend
upon Sivas and to take all the members of the
Assembly prisoner. The Sivas Assembly was held,
as has been indicated, and Kamal, brushing aside
a not inconsiderable opposition, was voted chairman,
Here again a loyal address to the throne was voted.
One can imagine Kamal, as chairman and president,
accepting the motion with his tongue in his cheek.
The discussions at Sivas were brought to an abrupt
termination by unpleasant news. The warlike Kurds
were almost at the gates, and the Nationalist troops
hesitated to attack. Kamal mounted a battalion on